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Announcer: 

Well, friends, it’s Town Meet- 
ing time from coast to coast. We 
greet you tonight from Des 
Moines, Iowa, where our host, 
Radio Station KRNT, welcomes 
you. 

This is Town Meeting’s third 
Visit to Des Moines, and it is par- 
ticularly fitting that we are a part 
of the Midwest Institute on Inter- 
fational Relations, sponsored by 
he American Friends Service 
Committee and Drake University. 

We invite our vast audience to- 
tight to hear both sides of the ab- 
orbing question, “Are Com- 
nunism and Christianity Incom- 
yatible?” In the absence of our 
foderator, Mr. George V. Denny, 
ft., who is on vacation, we pre- 
ent our moderator, Mr. Clifton 
1. Utley, well-known radio com- 
lentator and former director of 
ae Chicago Council on Foreign 
elations. Mr. Utley. 


GEORGE V. DENNY, JR., MODERATOR 


Library 
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Are Communism and Christianity Incompatible? 


Moderator Utley: 


Good evening, friends, and a 
special welcome to those of you 
here in Des Moines’ KRNT Radio 
Theatre. We know that last night’s 
torrential downpour — three full 
inches of rain here in the Des 
Moines area—has made it pretty 
difficult for those of you from the 
countryside to get here. We're 
awfully glad you made it. 

Now, the postwar period has not 
produced the “one world” we 
wanted—we all know that. In- 
stead, we have two — a Soviet 
World and a Western World, 
facing each other in increasingly 
sharp opposition. What’s the 
cause of this opposition between 
the two worlds? Is it mainly po- 
litical, or is it spiritual? 

Are communism and Christian- 
ity incompatible? Russia recently 
has seemed to show a more toler- 
ant attitude toward the Russian 
Orthodox Church, but does this 
indicate a basic change in Mos- 
cow’s views on religion, or is the 


Soviet Union simply trying to use 
the Church as a means of expand- 
ing Russian political control? Are 
Catholicism and communism more 
antagonistic than other forms of 
religion? The Pope has called 
communism the supreme enemy of 
Christianity. 

Is anti-Soviet feeling in this 
country largely based on ignorance 
of the real character of the Rus- 
sian people and conditions in that 
country? And, finally, is com- 
munism a real threat to Christian- 
ity? 

These questions and many others 
are part of the basic issue we 
tackle tonight. “Are communism 
and Christianity incompatible?” is 
a subject on which our four au- 
thorities feel keenly, and it’s a 
pretty safe guess that Miss Dor- 
othy Thompson will not agree with 
Jerome Davis, nor is Father E. V. 
Cardinal likely to accept the con- 
clusions of the Reverend William 
H. Melish. First, let’s hear from 
Jerome Davis, who knows the 
Soviets well from eleven visits to 
the U.S.S.R. In the first World 
War, Mr. Davis headed Y.M.C.A. 
work in Russia. He comes from 
a missionary family and is himself 
an ordained Congregational min- 
ister. How about it, Mr. Davis, 
are communism and Christianity 
incompatible? Mr. Davis. (Ap- 
plause.) 


Mr. Davis: | 


Christianity and communism are 
not incompatible. This is proved 
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by the Russian census of 192 
where 75 per cent of the peo 
affirmed their faith in Gc 
Sir Bernard Pares, after a li 
time of study, declares Russia 1 
mains the most religious count 
in Europe. To be sure, many co: 
munists are atheists, but in thi 
day Tom Paine and Thomas J 
ferson were so branded. This 
an individual matter. 
Actually, communism in Rus 
may have aided genuine Christiz 
ity more than did the czarii 
regime. | 
It is not generally known tl 
at the start of the Revolution, 1 
communists did not persecute 
Church. The Soviet Governm 
gave us an entire steamer to | 
down the Volga River, stopp! 
wherever we desired. A _ pri 
accompanied us, holding religis 
services. On our return, we W 
thanked by the Soviets. 
Some might ask, ‘Then wi 
did cause the bitter hostility 
tween communists and | 
Church?” The answer is, in 
because the Church was the h 
maiden of the czarist tyranny 
part, because its superstition | 
lated scientific truth, and 
important of all, because it 
came a center for counter-rev 
tion. Patriarch Pikhon finally 
fessed in 1923 that the Chy 
had been used against the 
ernment, and asked forgiver 
When the Church ceased fo 
ing opposition and loyal 
preached Christ, the Governr 


changed its attitude. Had the 
Church avoided counter-revolu- 
tion, it would not have been per- 
secuted. This is proved by the 
(fact that in the Caucasus, the 
ancient Christian faiths were not 
olested. 

By 1936, the clergy was given 
he right to vote and hold office. 
\In 1938, long before the war, 
dooks ridiculing Christianity were 
emoved. Today, the Protestant 
|Church has the best opportunity 
t has ever had in Russia. 

In my travels all over Russia, 
‘rom Vladivostok to the Crimea, 
tom Turkestan to Archangel, I 
ound street-preaching, and Chris- 
advancing. Today the 


shops are riding around in 
imousine cars. Gone are _ the 
theistic journals, societies, and 


Quseums. Instead, the Church is 
irinting bibles and religious peri- 
\dicals. The theological seminaries 
re going ahead full blast, even 


zat. The Communist Coe 
lent actually aids Christians to 
\\uild hundreds of new churches. 
In the second place, communism 
,| helping Christianity to some de- 
fee by applying its principles into 
_|fe. Former Ambassador Davies 
tys the Christian religion could 
® imposed upon Russian com- 
‘nism without violating the eco- 


brotherhood of man, which Jesus 
preached. 

The Dean of Canterbury de- 
clares the Communist puts the 
Christian to shame in the thor- 
oughness of his quest for har- 
monious society. In the Last Judg- 
ment scene, Jesus tested men by 
what they did. Apply Jesus’ test. 

America is un-Christian in cer- 
tain respects; communism, in 
others. We have more crime, a 
higher divorce rate, and too often, 
legalized prostitution. Russia, as 
even Dorothy Thompson will ad- 
mit, is getting quite puritanical. 
Russian communism is practicing 
racial equality, while we still have 
lynching for murderers. 

It is a criminal offense to prac- 
tice anti-Semitism in the Soviet 
Union, while it is common in 
America. 

Jesus healed the sick. Russia 
has provided free medicine to all, 
while we're still fighting the Wag- 
ner health bill. (Applause.) 

A president of a large Chicago 
business after visiting Russia, says, 
“The least man, woman, and child 
is important to Christ. That seems 
to be the attitude in Communist 
Russia.” 

Is it really a question whether 
Christianity can get along with 
communism? Is it not a question 
of what we in America choose to 
call Christianity? — our particular 
brand of Christianity? (Applause.) 

Recently an American artist 
showed me a cartoon. It pictured 
Uncle Sam astride a giant pile of 


atomic bombs. On one side was 
a navy bigger than all the navies 
in the world combined. On the 
other, the best air force in the 
world. Uncle Sam is_ glaring 
across the Atlantic at poor Russia, 
with almost no navy, an obsolete 
air force, one-third of the country 
decimated, and 15,000,000 people 
killed. Uncle Sam is angrily shout- 
ing, “You militaristic Communists, 
you are a menace to the world!” 

We come dangerously near to 
hypocrisy if we say our system of 
capitalism is compatible with 
Christianity and communism is not. 
Christianity should oppose evil, 
both under communism and under 
capitalism, but it can operate 
under either. (Applause.) Hysteria 
and false propaganda about Rus- 
sia make many Americans see red. 

Informed religious leaders who 
have been in Russia, like Bishop 
Oxnam, former President of the 
Federal Council of Churches, Dr. 
Sockman of New York, Dr. John 
R. Mott, President of the World 
Y.M.C.A. — all believe that com- 
munism and Christianity can get 
along together. Dr. Newton, Presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, says, “Russia has as much 
freedom of religion as we do.” 
(Boos and applause.) 

Instead of adopting a “holier 
than thou” attitude, let us admit 
that all systems fail to live up to 
the Sermon on the Mount. (Ap- 
plause.) It is the frailties of men 
under both communism and capi- 


talism which are incompatible w 
Christianity. What we need is 
live up to the highest moral pr 
ciples we know under both s 
tems. If we do that, we can bu 
one world of friendship a 
understanding. (Applause.) 


Moderator Utley: 

Thank you very much, Jero 
Davis. Now, here is Father ] 
ward V. Cardinal, director of | 
Sheil School of Social Studies, a 
former professor of history 
Loyola University in Chica) 
Father Cardinal. (Applause.) | 


Father Cardinal: 
It is seldom one sees such a fi 
crowd. When you do, you 
tempted to want to pass the 
around. (Laughter and applaus 
You have just heard Jer 
Davis paint his very aes | 
ture of conditions in Russia. 
know, of course, that there are { 
people so wicked that they do 
do some good, and what is tru 
people is also true of systems: 
government. 


The Communists have ope 
up a few churches, and they) 
seem a trifle more benevolent vi 
the adherence of different religi 
sects, but they will close them! 
tomorrow if they do not conf 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Davis says that many C 
munists are atheists. I wis 
take issue with him on that s 
ment. I think it is more co: 
to say that all Communists 


,atheists. (Applause and boos.) All 
party members must be atheists. 
Communism has Karl Marx as its 
founder, and every schoolboy 
knows that he was an avowed 
atheist. We do find fellow travel- 
ers and members of some of the 
front organizations — professors 
and a few others—who are not 
) atheists. 

That the Communists allowed 
some of the churches to reopen is 
i mot impressive, because they'll re- 
main open only so long as they 
accept their teachings from the 
Kremlin. They are stooges of the 
Communists. (Applause.) 


Religion in communistic Russia 
will always be an opiate because 
‘that is all Russia will allow it to 
| become. 

Yes, Mr. Davis, we do have a 
few lynchings, and I’m sure all of 
us deplore it, but that is a Sun- 
{day-School picnic compared with 
jthe wholesale slaughter of inno- 
cent people of Poland, Lithuania, 
Estonia, Latvia, and other coun- 
|tties. ( Applause.) 

But let us get down to funda- 
mertals. Why are communism and 
Christianity incompatible? The 
omplete and sordid record of 
‘communism has been given to us 
by Kravchenko in his book, I 
Chose Freedom. This book still re- 
ains unchallenged by any repu- 
table historian. Only fellow trav- 
elers have questioned its authenti- 
‘ity, and never on specific points. 


The philosophical analysis of 
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communism has been given to us 
by Pope Pius XI in his encyclical, 
Atheistic Communism. He says, 
“Atheistic communism is intrinsi- 
cally wrong, and no one who 
would save Christian civilization 
may collaborate with it in any un- 
dertaking whatsover.”’ 

Communism is intrinsically 
wrong. ‘This is strong language. 
There are very few things that are 
intrinsically wrong. It is wrong 
for me to go through a red light, 
but it is not intrinsically wrong, 
because under certain circum- 
stances, such as an emergency, I 
could legitimately drive straight 
through the red light. It would 
be wrong for me to punch you 
in the jaw, but it would not be 
intrinsically wrong, because if we 
wete in a boxing match, that 
would become legitimate. 

Something is intrinsically wrong 
when even God Himself could not 
make it otherwise. In other words, 
God could no more approve of 
communism than a mathematician 
could approve the proposition that 
two and two make five. (Boos 
and applause.) 

A few of you might ask, “Is 
communism really that bad that 
it has to be pulverized with such 
devastating blows?” The answer 
is yes. (Applause and boos.) 

It is much worse than some 
people evidently think it is. Why? 
Because it is atheistic. 

That communism is atheistic is 
the proud boast of all Communists 
from the time of Karl Marx down 


to its present-day exponents. Every 
party member must be an atheist. 
And. because every Communist 
must be an atheist, it is bad for 
everybody—bad for Protestants, 
bad for Jews, bad for Roman 
Catholics, Europeans, bad for 
white people, bad for black people, 
and bad for Russians. (Applause.) 
* Let me illustrate. Suppose that 
atheistic communism were to be- 
come the controlling force in our 
American life, such as it is in Rus- 
sia today. What would that mean 
for you and me? We would have 
to change the Declaration of In- 
dependence, which was written by 
Thomas Jefferson, who was not an 
atheist. In that great document, 
we find this statement, ‘All men 
are endowed by the Creator with 
certain inalienable rights, and 
amongst these are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” 

In other words, we have certain 
rights as Americans which no one 
can take from us, not even the 
Government, because we are en- 
dowed with them by the Creator. 
If we eliminated the Creator, then 
we should have to look some place 
else for the root-source of our 
rights. We could not depend 
upon the majority group as a 
source, because they might take 
away the rights of the minority. 
We could not trust a political 
party as a source of these rights, 
because if they gave us these 
rights, they could take them away. 

In Russia, they close the 
churches. Then they open them 


up for some people—it depen 
upon what the Communist par 
wants done. What would happ 
to the natural right of priva 
property under the communist s) 
tem, if it were operating in tl 
United States? It would depes 
on the whim and caprice of t! 
dictator. 

We have recognized religion 
a number of ways here in t 
United States. Public officers mu 
take an oath. The religious righ 
of the people have been. uphe 
in the courts. Substitute commu 
ism for what we have, and evei 
thing will be at the mercy of 
merciless dictators. 
_ On the seal of the City of Be 
ton is the motto, “May God | 
with us as He was with 
founders.” If we still believe 
that, then communism and Ch 
tianity are incompatible. ( 
plause.) 


Moderator Utley: 


Thank you, Father Edward 
Cardinal. 
And now well hear frit 
another clergyman, but one with 
very different viewpoint. RK 
erend William H. Melish is i 


ciate rector of the Protestant E 
copal Church of the Holy Tris 
in Brooklyn. He is, naturally 
Dodgers’ fan, but the partic 
reason he is here tonight is 
he is also chairman of the ]] 
tional Council of American-So 
Friendship. Mr. Melish. ( 
plause.) 


Mr. Melish: 

Father Cardinal has clearly 
stated the position of the Roman 
Catholic Church. (Applause.) I 
tespect that position, but I sin- 
cerely believe it was adopted with 
undue haste and has become to- 
day a major barrier to political and 
teligious understandings. (Boos 
and applause.) 

The logic of it is to close the 
door on all dealings with Russia 
and with movements anywhere in 
which so-called “Communists” take 
part. To me, this is moral isola- 

tionism. (Applause.) 

Christ didn’t say to Peter, 
“Preach only in Galilee and con- 
fine it to shepherds.” He said, “Go 
into all the world.” I believe Chris- 
_tianity must seek a deliberate re- 
conciliation with communism. 
Christianity is alive because its 
founder identified His movement 
With no one group, but with all 
humanity. No Christian can call 
“any man, whatever his opinions, an 
untouchable. Christ defined the 
Kingdom of God less as a blue- 
print of the good society, than as 
the attitude which - will create 
it. The Christian conscience is 
‘committed to no economic for- 
|Mula, but it is duty bound to test 
all possible systems and to advo- 

i Cate the best. 

From the Church’s viewpoint, 
modern industrial capitalism is a 
very recent development. It’s like 
4 newcomer to town. This new- 
comer—Mr. Capitalism— meets an 


old resident— Miss _ Christian 
Church. He makes up to her. In 
fact, at this moment, there’s quite 
a flirtation going on. Everyone 
knows the difference between hold- 
ing hands and saying, “I do.” So, 
with Miss Christian Church. 

And before going to the altar 
for keeps with Mr. Capitalism, 
she has a few questions about her 
suitor. Is he going to be steadily 
employed? Are his fortunes on 
the way up, or down? Are his 
morals all they might be? Is his 
temperament stable? And as to 
this last, Miss Christian Church is 
quite troubled. Mr. Capitalism 
seems so high-strung and fidgety. 
In conversation with other people, 
he loses his temper, and he shouts. 
Miss Church wonders if he is lack- 
ing in self-confidence. My pastoral 
counsel to Miss Church is to go 
slow. 

Seriously, with one sixth of the 
world organized on a_ socialist 
basis, and various degrees of so- 
cialism developing in Europe and 
Asia, isn’t it foolhardy for the 
Christian fellowship to make an 
irrevocable commitment to a par- 
ticular social system, which is un- 
dergoing critical examination and 
even wide-spread revision? (Ap- 
plause.) 

But, that is precisely what the 
mail flooding the average minis- 
ter’s desk is asking. It comes from 
corporations, manufacturers’ asso- 
ciations, and chambers of com- 
merce. We clergy have minds of 


our own, and we want that which 
is truly best for our people. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Russian methods are strange to 
us Americans, but contrary to what 
Miss Dorothy Thompson will as- 
sert, we know that Russia is a go- 
ing concern, meeting the needs and 
receiving the allegiance of her 
people. Her system works. Many 
of her social innovations we shall 
want to parallel in our own Amer- 
ican way. (Boos.) 

Her religious life, like Protes- 
tantism, springs out of divisions in 
the ancient Church. Protestants are 
determined to treat as brothers all 
members of the Christian fellow- 
ship, without exception; and these, 
to us, include the Orthodox, the 
Gregorian, and Evangelical 
Churches of the Soviet Union, pre- 
cisely as we also propose to respect 
the Roman Church. (Applause.) 

Hitler taught us to distinguish 
between words and actions. Many, 
you know, were misled by his lip 
service to God. They forgot 
Christ’s stern injunction, “Not 
everyone that saith unto Me ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but he that doeth the 
will of My Father, Which is in 
Heaven.” 

With Mr. Davis, I am less im- 
pressed by Russia’s official attitude 
toward God, than by the fact that 
her ethics are rooted in the Jewish- 
Christian tradition. In meeting the 
needs of her citizens, and above 
all, her children, she is fulfilling 


Christian social requirements, a 
her churches are growing, (bo¢ 
and thinkers among us, like 1 
late Archbishop Temple, state tl 
eventual reconciliation between 1 
philosophy of communism a 
Christianity is not a thing to 
dismissed. As an Armenian bish 
says, “It is the task of the Chui 
to help effect this transformatio: 
I call, therefore, a Christian c 
sade against communism the 7 
of a “pied piper.” (Boos.) 

To condemn the Soviets whg¢ 
sale, to brand new forces | 
Europe and Asia as simply Sov; 
inspired, to call progressive | 
ments in the United States 
want peace and friendship 
Russia a fifth column to be pre 
cuted by law, as the un-Ameri 
committee of Congress propose¢ 
that is to play a hypocritical a 
dangerous game. It will bo 
erang. (Applause.) It will bo 
erang in bitter resentment ag 
America and the Christian Ch 

And that is why hundreds} 
ministers are protesting the inj 
cations of the Truman doctt 
(Applause.) We see tragedy |} 
foreign policy based on notl| 
more constructive than the cif} 
tering of an undefined thing ca} 
communism throughout the wi ! 


the fears of business, no ‘) 
Church administration, but] 
self-confident faith which is/ 
10 : | 


democratic strength of our Amer- 
ican people. (Applause.) 


Moderator Utley: 

Thank you, Reverend William 
H. Melish. 

Most of you probably know 
Dorothy Thompson, our next 
Speaker, best for her brilliant po- 
litical commentaries, published in 
more than one hundred news- 
papers, not only here in our United 
States, but also in Sweden, China, 
Italy, and other countries. But 
‘what you may not know is that 
her work that has had the widest 
‘circulation is a tiny book she wrote 
many years back. It is called Once 
On Christmas. It describes her 
childhood days in the parsonage 
of her father, a Methodist min- 
ister, in upper New York State. 
__ Miss Thompson, what do you, 
a minister’s daughter, think about 
‘the subject: Are communism and 
‘Christianity incompatible? Miss 


|Dorothy Thompson. (Applause.) 
Miss Thompson: 
You know, there are three 


Protestants on this platform to- 
night, and two of them are clergy- 
men, and they’ve spent three times 
43 much time in apology for com- 
Munism as in expounding Chris- 
fanity. (Applause.) It seems odd 
that I, instead of they, should be 
forced to point out the profound 
‘contradictions between the teach- 
‘ings of Jesus and those of Marxian 
‘communism. I hope that later 
)this evening, I shall have an op- 
)Portunity to challenge certain 
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statements of fact made by Mr. 
Davis and Mr. Melish. 

Also, we are not debating 
capitalism and communism. If we 
were, I should try to demonstrate 
that communism and capitalism are 
far more compatible than com- 
munism and Christianity, and that 
communism in practice has 
achieved complete monopoly- 
capitalism, in which a tiny minority 
of the population are at one and 
the same time owner, employer, 
judge, and policeman of all the 
others. (Applause.) 

Although I am not a Catholic, 
I should point out that ever since 
1891 some of the most searching 
criticism of capitalism has been 
made by the scholars of the 
Catholic Church. 

The only choice in the world is 
not between communism and 
capitalism, but I can quote very 
sound authorities for the statement 
that communism and Christianity. 
are not compatible — Communist 
authorities. Mr. Davis and Mr. 
Melish have apparently never read 
the correspondence between Lenin 
and Maxim Gorki. The great Rus- 
sian writer, Lenin heard, was try- 
ing to reconcile Christianity and 
communism, and Lenin wrote him 
in a fury not to be a silly old fool! 

Communists know that Chris- 
tianity is their most insidious 
enemy, as Hitler knew it. That's 
why they try to divide it, play 
Protestants against Catholics and 
even seduce clergymen. (Ap- 
plause.) 


It’s true that the people of Rus- 
sia are a deeply religious people, 
and Russia is not incompatible 
with Christianity. And it’s true 
that ten years of the most vehe- 
ment anti-Christian propaganda 
could not change them, but Russia 
is run by the Communist party, to 
which nine-tenths of the Russian 
people are not even allowed to 
belong. 

If the people—the dumb masses 
—want religion, why not? Pro- 
vided, as Mr. Melish admitted, that 
the clergy shut their mouths about 
the practices of the Communist 
party. 

No member of the Communist 
party anywhere in the world may 
belong to a Christian Church un- 
less he joins it to bore from within. 
And today, as under the czars, the 
Orthodox Church is recognized 
as useful to the strategy of the 
state, expanding into orthodox 
countries. In short, the status of 
the Church in the Soviet Union, 
and the relation of the party to 
it, is exactly the same as were 
Church and party relations in Ger- 
many under Hitler. 

But Jesus rejected the funda- 
mental premise of Marxianism in 
His own lifetime. Tempted in the 
wilderness, He thought for a mo- 
ment to establish His leadership 
among men on_ materialist 
grounds. “Command that these 
stones be made bread.” He de- 
nied then and shortly afterward 
to the assembled multitude that 
materialism is primary in life. 


Man, he argued, did not live 
bread alone. Nor did bread cre: 
him. Life comes from a lovi 
God, of whom all mankind, 
cluding even the rich young m 
of the parable, are children. 
The love of God, He taught, 
reflected in the spirit of m 
would make the human race 
brotherhood, and in such a broth 
hood of mutual freedom, resp 
and aid, all men would hi 
bread. (Applause.) 
Jesus believed that econots 
and other evils, especially the ] 
for power, derived from repu 
tion by men of their sacred ori 
and consequent kingship, and | 
believed and taught that the ci 
tive force in the universe is | 
Communism, on the contrary 
bread and envy and hatred. 
most energetically repudiate 
it is based on brotherhood. | 
primary thesis is the inevitabi 
of ruthless, class war. It tea 
that men can never resolve « 
differences in obedience to | 
higher principle. (Boos and 
plause.) For that matter, it de 
any ethical authority higher 4 
the Communist party. 


Communism maintains that 
means justify the ends. An 
actual fact, Communists per 
persecute, rob, murder, and ¢ 
into criminal conspiracy. J 
however, taught that the m 
determine the end—that me 
as they act, and act as they be 
Jesus realized that no sod 
whatever its aim, which is fouj| 
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THE SPEAKERS’ 


EDWARD V. CARDINAL—A distinguished 
historian and educator, Reverend Edward 
VY. Cardinal, C.S.V., is former president 
of St. Viator College in Bourbonnais, 
lilinois. He received a Master’s degree 
from Catholic University in 1924, and 
a Doctorate in Philosophy from the Uni- 
yersity of Illinois in 1932. From 1938-44 
he held an associate professorship in 
history at Loyola University. 

From 1944-1946, Father Cardinal toured 
Army and Navy installations in the 
United States, Alaska, and Panama, speak- 
ing under the auspices of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews to 
more than half a million servicemen. 


He assumed his duties as director of 


the Sheil School of Social Studies in 
Chicago in September, 1946. Father 
Cardinal is also director of the Educa- 


tion Department of the Catholic Youth 
Organization. 


JEROME DAVIS—Correspondent and _lec- 
turer since 1943, jerome Davis was born 
of American parents at Kioto, Japan, in 
1891. He is holder of several degrees: 
A.B. and D.D. from Oberlin (Ohio) 
College; A.M. and Ph.D. from Columbia 
University; and LL.D. from Hillsdale 
(Mich.) College. Early in his career, 
Jerome Davis was secretary to Dr. Wil- 
fred Grenfell in Labrador, and later was 
a lecturer for extension courses in Min- 
neapolis and New York City. During 
the first World War, he was very active 
in Russian war work. 

Dr. Davis was a Gilder fellow at 
Columbia University from ~1920-21; as- 
sistant professor of sociology at Dart- 
mouth from 1921-24; and held the Gil- 
bert L. Stark chair of practical philan- 


thropy at Yale Divinity School from 
1924-37. A contributor to leading peri- 
Odicals, Dr. Dayis is the author of a 


number of books, including The Russian 
Immigrant; Christianity and Social Ad- 
venturing; and Capitalism and Its Culture. 


WILLIAM HOWARD MELISH — Reverend 
William H. Melish is associate rector 


of the (Protestant Episcopal) Church of 
the Holy Trinity, Brooklyn, New York, 
in which city he was born in 1910. 
Educated at the Poly Prep Day School, 
he graduated with an A.B. from Harvard 
College, an M.A. from Cambridge Uni- 
versity, England, and a B.D. from the 
Episcopal Theological School at Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

He is married, the father of two chil- 
dren, and is active in many community 
and philanthropic organizations. 
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During World War II, Mr. Melish 
was a volunteer organizer and speaker 
for Russian War Relief, and became a 
legal incorporator of the National Coun- 
cil of American-Soyiet Friendship, of 
which is currently the chairman. He 
has written many articles for The Church- 
man, The Christian Century, Religion in 
Life, Digest and Review, and _ other 
periodicals, and is the author of Re- 
ligion Today in the U.S.S.R. He served 
as editor of Reporter on American-Soviet 
Relation, a fortnightly publication of the 
National Council on American-Soviet 
Friendship. 


DOROTHY THOMPSON—Miss Thompson, 
as author of the column ‘‘On the Record’’ 
—which appears in newspapers through- 
out the United States and in several for- 
eign countries—is one of the most widely 
read commentators on world affairs. 

Miss Thompson’s journalistic career 
began in 1920, when, at her own sugges- 
tion, she covered the Zionist conference 
in London for International News. Later, 
she went to Vienna on a space-rate as- 
signment with the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger. The next years were a succes- 
sion of European journalistic exploits 
as a result of which she became one of 
our leading foreign correspondents. 

A graduate of Syracuse University in 
1914, she has received honorary degrees 
from the Russell Sage Foundation, Co- 
lumbia University, Tutfs College, Dart- 
mouth College, St. Lawrence University, 
Syracuse University, and Oberlin College. 
She writes articles for many national 
magazines, including a monthly editorial 
for the Ladies’ Home Journal, gives a 
number of lectures during the year, and 
is the author of I Saw Hitler; Listen, 
Hans; Refugees; The New Russia; Po- 
litical Guide; and Let the Record Speak. 


CLIFTON M. UTLEY—Mr. Utley, a na- 
tive of Chicago, is at present editor of 
the Airc Edition of the Chicago Sun. 
After receiving a Ph.B. degree from the 
University of Chicago in 1926, Mr. Utley 
attended the University of Munich and 
the University of Algiers. Simultaneous 
with his college course in Chicago, he 
was a newspaper reporter. From 1928 
to 1930, he was a research assistant 
at the University of Chicago. From 1930 
until his present position on the Sun, Mr. 
Utley was editor of Foreign Notes pub- 
lished by the Chicago Council on For- 
eign Relations and was director of the 
same organization for a number of years. 


by force and by the extermination 
of whole classes can ever create a 
true community. (Applause.) 
No truly Christian civilization 
has ever existed on this earth. 
That is true. But in our Western 
civilization, the Christian idea has 
won for men certain basic, natural 
rights compatible with human dig- 
nity; and warring, hating, power- 
loving mankind has never been 
able to erase from its vision that 
figure whom even the agnostic 
Jefferson called the most innocent 


and sublime personality of whom — 


history has a record. 

After two thousand years, He 
still holds in His bleeding hands 
man’s noblest hope, and deepest 
yearning—the yearning for a life 
and a society founded on love. 
For Him and for Him alone, I 
came here tonight to testify. (Ap- 
plause.) 


Moderator Utley: 

Thank you, Dorothy Thompson. 
And now while our speakers take a 
moment of relaxation and get ready 
to question each other, I’m sure 
that you, our listeners, will be in- 
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terested in the following messaj} 
but first let’s pause for stati] 
identification. 

Announcer: You are listeni} 
to America’s Town Meeting of 4) 
Air, brought to you by Town Hj 
and the American Broadcasti} 
Company. 

For your convenience, we pri 
each week the Town Meeting Bi 
letin, containing a complete tri 
script of tonight’s discussion, 
cluding the questions and answjj) 
to follow. You may secure | 
night’s Town Meeting Bulletin | 
writing to Town Hall, New Yq 
18, New York, inclosing 10 ce} 
to cover the cost of printing af! 
mailing. 


If you would like to have tf 
bulletin in the handy pocket-sj 
come to you regularly each we} 
enclose $1 for 11 weeks, $2.35 | 
six months, or $4.50 for one ye 
Remember the address — To 
Hall, New York 18, New Ya] 
and allow at least two weeks ||) 
delivery. 


Now for our question peril 
we return you to Clifton biden 


Mr. Uiley: Before we have ques- 
tions from you, the audience, we 
are going to give our speakers a 
chance to cross-question each other. 
If you, Dorothy Thompson, and 
our three clergymen, Father Car- 
dinal, Reverend Melish, and Mr. 
Davis, will gather here around the 
microphone, we can all join the 
issues in face-to-face discussion be- 
fore we have the audience ques- 
tions. 

Mr. Davis, I wonder if you 
have anything you'd like to say 
about one of the other addresses 
this evening. 

Mr. Davis: Yes, 1 challenge 
Dorothy Thompson’s statement 
that all Communist party members 
ate atheists. I, myself, translated 
the Communist party constitution 
for the New York Times. There’s 
not one word on being an atheist. 
On the contrary, there are thou- 
sands of Communist party mem- 
bers in France who are Christians. 
There are thousands in Czecho- 
Slovakia. The American Com- 
Munist party constitution forbids 
any discrimination. (Applause.) 
And I want to quote from the 
four leading American encyclo- 
Pedias, Every single one defines 
communism without saying one 
word about atheism. Atheism is 
Quite incidental. It is not funda- 
mental. (Applause and shouts.) 

Miss Thompson: I'd like to have 
Mr. Davis name one. I have known 
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many Communists in my life in 
many countries and some of them 
very well indeed, and I have never 
known one who believed in Jesus 
Christ, or would say so publicly. 
Never. I’d like to find one. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Now I’m not talking about what 
the constitutions say. There is also 
a constitution for Russia that 
promises the Russians a great many 
things that they’ve never seen hide 
nor hair of. (Laughter and ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Miss 
Thompson. Now Father Cardinal 
indicates he would like to get in. 


Father Cardinal: Mr. Melish 
made the statement in his speech 
that the Pope acted with undue 
haste. Well, I think I know my 
church pretty well, and I know 
how the Pope operates. These en- 
cyclicals take a long time to write, 
and there is anything but precipt- 
tancy in the writing of a papal en- 
cyclical. 

Mr. Melish also says that we 
want that which is best for our 
people. Now if communism is 
good for us Americans, isn’t it a 
curious thing that the D. P.’s all 
through Europe who are supposed 
to go back to Russia don’t want 
to go back there. They want to 
come to the United States. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Father 


Cardinal. Here’s Dorothy Thomp- 
son, again. Miss Thompson. 

Miss Thompson: Well, I'd also 
like to challenge the statement 
made, I think, by Mr. Melish, that 
sects in the Caucasus have not 
been persecuted. The Bahai sects, 
which Leo Tolstoy described as the 
purest Christianity on earth, is 
strong in the Caucasus, especially 
in Azerbaijan. Its members prac- 
tice considerable simple, Christian 
communism, but the elders of this 
church have been repeatedly ar- 
rested and deported to Siberia. My 
information comes from Bahai fol- 
lowers in the United States who 
have a great temple in Chicago. 
And apropos of the attitude of the 
D.P.’s, I would also like to ask if 
communism is so satisfactory to 
the Russian people, why Soviet 
regiments were the only ones who 
mutinied and went over to the 
enemy in the last war? A whole 
army did so, and there was no 
other army in any camp that did it. 

Mr. Utley: I think Jerome Davis 
wants to say something about that 
question. 

Mr. Davis: I was there during 
the war. I can say that I think 
the Russian people fought more 
loyally, more courageously, than 
any other people I know. (Shouts 
and applause.) And that operat- 
ing behind the German lines— 
(shouts) — operating behind the 
German lines, the Russian guerril- 
las killed over a million Germans, 
which was more than all our Army 
killed at the front. (Shouts.) 
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Mr. Utley: I think we ow 
to let Mr. Melish have a chah 
because two speakers have ¢ 
lenged his statement, Miss Tho} 
son. Mr. Melish. 

Mr. Melish: I would likes 
take issue with Miss Thompson} 
one point. She quotes a pass} 
of Scripture from the story off f 
Temptation where Jesus says, “lf 
shall not live by bread alow 
The implication is that the So 
system is interested only in jf 
viding material needs for |f 
people. I think that is a m 
terpretation of the whole aim | 
purpose of that system—that 
could apply that phrase of Jef 
to their intention. 

Their belief is that for 
masses of the people around. 
world, the need to grub for a 
living expends all the ener} 
and time that they have on 
rial things, and the hope of | 
Russians is that they can pro 
the economic security so that) 
average family—man, woman, | 
child—will have time and will 
money, and will have the ené¢ 
for cultural pursuits—(shouts | 
applause)—and that the proo! 
this is that they have encoura 
at every point the cultural asp 
of life; so that today the the 
in the Soviet Union can be 
pared with any theater, the m! 
is known to many of you, 
operas have been produced in’ 
last period of the existence of| 
Union, in one or two of. the | 
publics, than in the United Sta 


This shows the emphasis upon 
those cultural and spiritual aspects 
of life. (Shouts.) 

_ Miss Thompson: What I would 
like - - - 

_ Mr. Utley: Miss Thompson, I 
hate to muscle my way in here but 
we should give the audience a 


chance for their questions. Thank 
you. (Laughier.) 
I know these four speakers 


could cross-question each other 
all night, but we want you, the 
audience, to have a chance, be- 
cause here’s where you have your 
chance, you in the audience, to 


win a $210 set of Encyclopedia 
Americana. If our judges think 
your question is the best for bring- 
‘ng out new facts and increasing 
r understanding of tonight’s 
wubject, and if—there’s the point 
—if you limit your question to 25 
words or less, a2 30-volume set of 
Encyclopedia Americana will be 
m the way to you tomorrow, so 
nake your questions brief and to 
‘he point. 
" Questions, please! Who’s the 
first ? Yes, sir, the gentleman 
here. About the fourth row. 
Man: To Mr. Davis. Will not 
christianity and communism be 
‘ompatible to the extent that both 
‘tally recognize the unlimited 
yorth of the individual? 


Mr. Davis: Yes, I think that’s 
Jatt of it. I think, also, Chris- 
janity must recognize the necessity 
0 social justice and for brother- 
food, and for the social aspects 
€ religion; and in that I think 


communism has gone a long way. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Utley. Next question. Yes 
sir, the gentleman in the first row. 
To whom is the question ad- 
dressed ? 

Man: Mr. Melish. Inasmuch as 
Russian communism does _ not 
recognize God, man, or truth, upon 
what basis or platform can we 
deal with communism that will be 
fair to anybody but the Com- 
munist? (Applause.) 

Mr. Melish: I think we are much 
nearer an accurate definition if we 
substitute for the word ‘‘atheism,” 
when we're dealing with Com- 
munists, the word “humanism.” 
Their emphasis is on the indi- 
vidual; and their whole aim, 
whether they are right or wrong 
in their procedures, is to give the 
background which will give the 
ordinary person a chance for the 
fulfillment of his personality. 
Now, on the business of a stand- 
ard, or notion of a right—which 
is a very important issue—to all 
of us—I would say this—that it is 
entirely wrong to assume or state, 
as is so often done, that there is 
no objective standard of right that 
the Soviets accept. The difference 
is that they don’t believe that 
standard is simply handed down 
from some supernatural voice to 
man as a finished product, but is 
something that men get hold of 
out of the history of ethical striv- 
ing. But it is just as great in its 
demands on people, except that 
they think of it as an historical 


process rather than coming in from 
outside. 

Man: Mr. Melish, if President 
Truman appointed Mr. Stassen 
and Wallace and Edgar Snow, 
since he speaks Russian, as a peace 
committee, wouldn’t it be a Chris- 
tian gesture of peace? 

Mr. Melish: I do think at 
this point some gesture from our 
side of good will would be very 
good to counteract the unfortunate 
impression of a “get tough with 
Russia” official policy. Yes. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Utley: All right, the lady 
on the aisle there, first, and then 
I'd like a question to one of the 
other speakers. We have had all 
but two speakers so far. Go 
ahead, 

Lady: My question to Mr. 
Melish is this. Is it not true that 
our changing idea of how God 
speaks to people today is a ques- 
tion that we are struggling with 
now? His voice comes from 
within and not from without, am 
I right? 

Mr. Melish: I think it is true 
that the way God operates through 
history is the basic issue, and I 
would simply say in a very brief 
answer to a large question that if 
you look in the Old Testament 
you will find a very interesting 
fact—that the great prophets, and 
I think of Isaiah in particular, 
looked on certain movements in 
their time—which certainly were 
not identified religiously with what 
they believed—that helped their 


people, as actions of the Li 
in history. And a man like Cyi} 
who was a pagan—we might || 
him an atheist or something} 
that kind—a man like Cyrus 
actually called by Isaiah a “ny 
siah”—that is an annointed ag} 
of God—because they saw in 
movements of history it would 
prove, as it did, the position of 
Jewish people? 

I just conclude by saying ‘| 
it may be that when there | 
gtave injustices, it may be { 
certain men are called upon tof 
the surgery and clean the s) 
that will give a clean place} 
start something that is new 
better. 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, 
Melish. Just a moment, ples 
Miss Dorothy Thompson wantt 
comment on that response. Nj 
Thompson. 

Miss Thompson: 1 would aj 
like to ask Mr. Melish if he |}, 
give this audience some figures 
the number of people who 7 
been deported from the Ba 
states, from Poland; and the nif 


ber of people who are in cont} 
tration camps in Yugoslavia; | 
possibly the number of people yj 
are held without trial in pel 
camps in Russia. I am really |} 
noyed that these facts are glos} 
over in the name of humanism |} 
a better world. 

There were a million and a J) 
Poles deported to Russia, am} 
them a great many Jews, dull} 
the Russo-Hitler pact. The wi}; 
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‘world knows now what happened 
‘to them. 
| I think that for a Christian com- 
munity to keep still about per- 
Secutions entailing the lives and 
the happiness of millions of peo- 
ple, and the taking away from 
them of the most basic human 
tights, and to call that all in the 
name of progress and humanism— 
I can’t see how it can be done. It 
can only be done by suppressing 
facts. (¢Applause.) 
_ Mr. Utley: Thank you, Dorothy 
Thompson. 
_ Man: Miss Thompson, is there 
any way to reconcile present-day 
Russian communism in its present 
form with a democratic Chris- 
tianity? ? 
_ Miss Thompson: It seems to 
‘me that that is what we’ve been 
talking about all evening. I’d like 
to make it clear that I’m not one 
of the people that believe in the 
Truman doctrine, or that you can 
end communism by going to war 
With Russia, ot anything horrible 
like that. I don’t believe that for 
a moment. But I believe that we’ve 
got to understand the nature of 
communism and protect ourselves 
from it in the United States of 
America. (Applause and boos.) 
Mr. Utley: So far, we haven't 
had a question from the balcony, 
$0 we'll have one from that gen- 
tleman in the white shirt way up 
against the projection machine in 
the top of the balcony. Talk loud 


19 


and right into that microphone so 
that we can hear you. 

Man: My question is for Father 
Cardinal. Isn’t it true that the 
Russian Government has forbid- 
den the Catholic Church to teach 
religion in their churches which 
proves that communism and Chris- 
tianity are incompatible? (Ap- 
plause.) 

Father Cardinal: The answer to 
your question is yes. And not only 
are Roman Catholics forbidden to 
teach religion in their churches, 
but that’s true of any of the 
churches that are open in Russia 
—that they are not allowed to 
teach these things in the churches. 
I would like to comment, while 
I'm here, on Mr. Melish’s beautiful 
stories about his flirtation story. 
Of course, I don’t know much 
about flirtations. (Lawghter.) But 
I do think that when people go 
about the business of flirting they 
wouldn’t flirt with firebugs, say, 
because firebugs are very danger- 
ous persons, and consequently we 
don’t like to flirt with Communists 
because their record is one of 
devastation and_ conflagration. 
(Shouts of ‘no’ and applause.) 

Mr. Davis: Vd just like to say 
that while I was in Russia the head 
of the Government Commission 
for the church said that children of 
any number of parents may receive 
religious instruction. I talked with 
the Patriarch of all Russia. He said 
there was no restriction against 


their church teaching children re- 
ligion. 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Jerome 
Davis. Now the gentleman with 
the light shining on his face in the 
balcony there. Yes, you. 

Man: Father Cardinal. The Star 
of Bethlehem once guided the 
Wise Men. What’s to prevent the 
wise men of today following the 
same light? 

Father Cardinal: The wise men 
are following the light—the light 
of the stars and stripes, and the 
light of their enlightened con- 
sciences. There are certain people 
that are a menace to society. We 
don’t associate with people whose 
record is bad, because it does have 
a bad influence on us. Conse- 
quently, we do not encourage co- 
operation with Russians. 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Father 
Cardinal. Let’s give the lady a 
chance—on the aisle in the black 
dress, waving a handkerchief. 

Lady: Miss Thompson. If we, 
as Christians, practiced Christian- 
ity, would anybody follow com- 
munism at all? 

Miss Thompson: No. 
and applause.) 

Mr. Utley: All right, on the 
aisle here. Second from the aisle. 

Man: I address my question to 
Father Cardinal. Speaking of fire- 
bugs, why is it that although the 
officials of the Catholic Church 
fight communism, they seem to 
embrace Franco and Perén and 
their fascist governments? (Ap- 
plause.) 


(Shouts 


Father Cardinal: Well, in 
first place, of course, that 
nothing to do with the questi 


ference—a very fundamental | 
ference — between Stalin 

Franco—(shouts)—I do not v 
to defend all of Franco’s regi 
because it probably is indefensif| 
but there is one fundamental 4«{ 
ference which gives us more h¢f 
for one than the other. That] 
Franco begins with the thesis ti} 
there is a God and Stalin beg! 


. : . Th 
with the thesis that there is | 


God. I think there’s more chai 
for Franco. (Dissent and 
plause.) 


Mr. Utley: Thank you, Fat; 
Cardinal. Now, Dorothy Tho 
son wants to ask one of the spe: 
ers a question. Miss Thomps} 
what’s your question? | 

Miss Thompson: Vd like to 
Mr. Davis a question. I want 
ask him why the clergy in Rus 
should not foment opposition) 
the regime, if they believe the px 
tices of the state are against Ch! 
tian belief. Aren’t Mr. Davis 4 
Mr. Melish fomenting opposit 
to the Truman doctrine and m: 
other things here tonight? I w 
to ask whether they’re argu’ 
that they should be shut up | 
cause they’re members of 
clergy, and if so, why should | 
Soviet clergy be shut up on 
litical questions. 


Mr. Davis: Ym very happy 
answer that question. The cle 
ia Russia in the early days of 
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counter-revolutionists who wanted 
to take arms and shoot and kill 
the Government. So far as I know, 
the clergy in the United States are 
not advocating assassination of 
Mr. Truman, although I agree 
with Dorothy Thompson that the 
Truman doctrine is indefensible 
and against Christianity and will 
not bar communism. Personally, 
fm not afraid of communism in 
the United States if we have jus- 
tice. (Boos and applause.) 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Jerome 
Davis. I wish we could go on with 
these questions all night, and I 
know there are about a hundred 
of you who want to ask more 
questions, because I can see your 
hands. But time has marched on 
once again, so now while our 

kers prepare their summaries 

of tonight’s question, here is a 
sage of interest to you. 

Announcer: Your Town Meet- 
eg not only staying on the air 

tough the summer, but it is go- 
calling around the country for 
next sixteen weeks so that we 
get better acquainted with you, 
listeners. 

Tonight's stop was first of the 
jes. Next week we will be in 
‘ockford, Illinois, and the follow- 
week back in Iowa. Later on, 

We will make stops in the states 

of Utah, California, and Texas. 

we are in your community, 
won't you drop in on one of these 

Town Meetings? We'd like to 

eet more of our neighbors. 


i 


Rev olution were harboring 
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Now, for the summaries of to- 
night’s question, here is Clifton 
Utley. 

Mr. Denny: And now we're to 
hear from Dorothy Thompson 
with her summary of her side of 
tonight’s discussion. Miss Thomp- 
son. (Applause.) 

Miss Thompson: Well, Vd only 
like to summarize by saying that 
many things said tonight need re- 
pudiation as statements of fact, it 
seems to me. About the persecu- 
dion, for instance, of the Church. 
I think it was Mr. Davis who said 
that the Church was not initially 
persecuted. I would challenge him 
on that. Christianity was perse- 
cuted in Russia from the very 
outbreak of the Bolshevik revolu- 
tion. As late as 1928, when I 
was in Russia, children who went 
to school, for instance, wearing 
crosses around their necks were 
being held up to ridicule by the 
Communist children in the classes. 

There was a vehement persecu- 
tion of Christianity, of the ideas 
of Christianity, of Judaism also, 
and of all other religions for at 
least the first decade of Soviet 
rule with the idea of de-Chris- 
tianizing the children of Russia 
and making the state—and par- 
ticularly the Communist party— 
as their sole ideal. Now it failed. 
As the Communists are realists, 
they realized that the people of 
Russia would not be loyal to the 
Government at all if they con- 
tinued this persecution of religion 
in Russia. 
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I also find it of the greatest sig- 
nificance that during the war— 
and I absolutely agree with Mr. 
Melish—that the Russians fought 
like heroes, but they fought for 
the defense of their own country, 
and the entire war propaganda 
of the Soviet Government always 
concentrated on the holy father- 
land. Why didn’t they try to 
sell communism as a war cry? 
Because they couldn’t. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Dorothy 
Thompson, and now may we hear 
from Jerome Davis. (Applause.) 

Mr. Davis: Mr. Melish brought 
out incontestably that Christian- 
ity must identify itself with no 
system, but with all humanity. 
No Christian can call any man, 
whatever his opinion, untouch- 
able. The three major American 
encyclopedias define communism 
with no mention of atheism. It 
is not fundamental to Commu- 
nism. It is a product in Russia 
of an unhealthy czarist church, re- 
pudiating science and indifferent 
to exploitation. Today in Russia 
the churches are flourishing, and 
the atheist societies are dead. 

Communist and Christian lead- 
ets are moving toward a greater 
accord. The orthodox whose faith 
has been tested through persecu- 
tion now affirm that communism 
is not incompatible with Chris- 
tianity; indeed, that communism is 
closer than capitalism to the real 
teachings of the Sermon on the 
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Mount. (Cries of boo.) The i 
is not now and never was ath 

The real issue is the fear o 
cialism and economic cha 
Christ calls down through the 
turies, but war and hatred s¢ 
nothing. Instead, communism 
Christianity must both strive: 
gether toward the common | 
of justice and brotherhood. ( 
plause.) 

Mr. Utley: Thank you, Je 
Davis, Dorothy Thompson, F 
Edward Cardinal and Revet 
William Melish for giving 1 
clearer understanding of the 
tion, “Are Communism and C 
tianity Incompatible?” And 
appreciation to our host, rj 
station KRNT, with its fine } 
for its co-operation. | 

Next week, June 12, Ameri 
Town Meeting of the Air 
come to you from Rockford, 
nois, where we will discuss, “W 
Shall We Do About Prices 
Rents?” Our principal spea 
on that occasion will be 
Porter, attorney and former 
of the OPA, and Edmund F, 
sure, president of the textile 
the E. L. Mansure Company, | 
vice president of the Illinois 
ufacturers’ Association. 

Thanks once again to this 
audience from fourteen st 
gathered here in Des Moi 
KRNT Radio Theater for you . 
thusiastic participation in toni 
program. 


